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By ARNOLD GARSON 

IlMltlM- staff Writar 

One of Iowa’s premier law firms is 
splitting apart. 

As of Sept. 1, two firms will 
emerge from the firm that has been 
known as Herrick, Langdon, Belin, 
Harris, Langdon and Heimick. Five of 
the 24 lawyers associated with the 
firm will join a new firm to be head^ 
by Allan A. Herrick. The remaining 
19 lawyers wiil be associated with a 
firm to be headed by David Belin. 

The old law firm countdd^me of 
the state's most prestigious liugl- 
nesses as its clients, and it enjoydd 
something of a national reputation 
because , of Relin’s work on commis- 
sions that investigated the Kennedy 
assassiniation and the Central Melli- 
gence'Agency. But Belin also has a 
reputation for being at the center of 
controversy, and the breakup of the 
' law firm is no exception. 

. Belin deferred all questions 
regarding the split to Charles Harris, 
a partner who will remain with Belin. 
Internal Matter 

Harris said that the split was an 
internal matter. He said it did not 
. concern money, but that the ages of 
the two top men in the firm — 
Herrick, who is 82, and Herschel 
Langdon, who is 73 aiid is going with 
Herrick — may have had something 
to do with it. 

Herrick, however, said age had 
nothing to do with it - ■ 

“It’s because we don’t want to 
practice law with David Belin, 
period’’ he said. 

Herrick declined to elaborate, 
Belin declined to comment, and 
Harris said he was surprised Herrick 
would say such a thing in public. 

In an earlier interview, Harris had 
said there was no animosity or 
hostility involved in the breakup. But 
after Herrick’s commit about Belin, 
Harris acknowledged that there is an 
open wound festering between 
Herrick and Belin. “Under the cir- 
cumstances, it’s probably better that 
it festers elsewhere, rather than with 
us,” he said. 

Whatever the factors, it is known 
that dissension has brewed within tlie 
firm for more than a year. Harris ac- 
knowledged that there were discus- 
sions of breaking up la.st year when 
the appointment of Beiin’s wife 
Constance to the Iowa Board of 
Regents raised ethical questions. 

To begin with, the firm had been 
doing legal work for a regents in.stitu- 
tion, the University of Northern Iowa. 
Also, one of the firm’s associates, 
Steven Zumbacb, had been a member 
of the regents until joining the firm, 
when he was advised that the 
demands and potential conflicts 
would be too great. 

Harris said that the final decision 
on the breakup of the firm was 
reached last Wednesday or Thursday. 

There were reports on Tuesday 



that at least one of the top men was 
so unhappy with the split teat he was 
seeking a position with another of the 
city’s larger firms to avoid aligning 
with either Herrick or Belin. Harris 
said he was not aware of that, but 
added, “it’s perfectly possible.” 

The firm to be beaded by Belin will 
be known as Belin, Karris, Heimick 
and Lovrien. In addition to Belin and 
Harris, the other partners will be 
Robert Heimick, Philip Lovrien, Joel 
Novak, Jeffrey Lamson, Edgar Bittle, 
Frederick Blackledge and David 
Claypool. 

Herrick Firm 

The Herrick firm will be known as 
Herrick. Langdon and Langdon. 
Partners will be Herrick, Herschel 
Langdon and his son, Richard 
Langdon, and Charles Hunter. 

Generally, the old firm has been 
known as the Herrick law firm, and 
that’s the way the phone has been 


other lawyers in the firm, believes 
that his new ri-m will take much of 
the Lnsurance aai trial work from the 
old firm. He estimated titat he and the 
Langdons bandl; 9b percent of the 
trial work the fimi has. 

Harris said the iigure isn’t that 
high, but said Uat Herrick and the 
Langdons do a bt of personal injury 
defense work tlat probably will go 
with them. 

' Harris said thet be exp>ects his firm 
to retain its bond and public 
employee bargaiiing work. 

]^th firms wil maintain offices — 
' at least for a tins — on the 2dth floor 
of the Financial Center. Harris said 
that arrangemeits have been made 
for his firm to expand to part of the 
21st floor as well in anticipation of 
growth. 

“Good Businest” 

“1 don’t' anticipate the remaining 
partners will seffer any substantial 
loss uf business We’ve been blessed 
with a very go9d law business,” be 
said. 

Also associated with the Herrick 
firm in an “of-counsel” arrangement 
wil! be Dwight Brooke, a retired 
Bankers Life lawyer. 

Other lawyers associated with the 
Belin firm will be Curt Sytsma, Jon 
Staudt, John Seiu, Sue Luettjohann, 
Jeffrey Krausman, Robert Josten, 
Philip Stoffregen, Steven Zumbacb 
and Dennis Johnson. Lawrence Pope 
wiil be of-counsel. 


will be an effort to avoid having the | 
new firm become known as the Beiin j 
law firm. “We’ve decided it would be j 
inappropriate to answer. the phone, ■ 
•Beiin law firm.’ We’ll probably just I 
say, ‘law firm’ when we answer the ; 
phone,” he said. ! , 

Harris said that the clients of the | 
old firm will have to decide for them- i 
selves what to do about the split. j : 
last of Clients 

The lowa-based clients listed by the 
old firm in legal directories include ' 
the lowa-Oes Moines National Bank, • 
Polk County Federal Savings and < 
Loan, Dial Financial Corp., General | 
Growth Properties, Massey-Ferguson :j 
Inc., Maytag Co., iowa Methodist I 
Medical Center, The Bankers Life, j 
Farmers Mutual Haii Insurance Co., | 
Berkley and Co., Delavan Corp., and i f 
Iowa Southern Utilities. The firm also | 
represents the Des Moines School | 
District and the Des Moines City 
Assessors Office, 

Officials representing several of 
those clients said they haven’t 
decided which of the new firms to go 
with. Richard Levitt of Dial Financial 
said his company will go with Belin, 
however. On the other hand. Farmers 
Mutual Hail plans to go with the other 


firm. 

Herrick, who said that despite his 
age he plays handball three times a 
week and works the same hours as 
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